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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

GEVA COMMISSIONS RIT GRADUATE STUDENT TO 
CREATE SCULPTURE FOR NEWLY-RENOVATED LOBBY 
 

Rochester, N.Y., September 13, 2016 – Geva Theatre Center has commissioned a sculpture from 

RIT graduate student Julia Manson to adorn the newly-renovated lobby. The commission has 

been made possible with a gift from Michael and Joanna Grosodonia.    

   

In the spring of 2016, RIT’s College of Imaging Arts and Sciences held a competition, based on a 

donation from Michael and Joanna Grosodonia, to commission a sculpture for Geva’s newly 

renovated lobby. Eight graduate student artists submitted detailed proposals ranging in media from 

wood to glass to ceramic to electrical. A selection committee comprised of the Grosodonias; the 

architect for the renovation project, Dirk Schneider; Geva’s Artistic Director, Mark Cuddy; Geva’s 

Executive Director Christopher Mannelli and Geva’s Lighting Supervisor Derek Madonia along with 

RIT faculty reviewed the proposals. Four finalists were selected to present further detail on their 

designs.  Graduate student Julia Manson was chosen to be the artist for the piece. 

 

Ms. Manson is currently working on her M.F.A. in Metals and Jewelry design at RIT. A native of 

Bradenton, Florida, she received her B.F.A. at Savannah College of Art and Design. 

 

“I’m thrilled to have the opportunity to leave my mark in Rochester and in building so historic and 

filled with so much creative energy,” commented Ms. Manson.  I am so proud that one of my pieces 

will have a home here.”   

 

Manson’s inspiration for the piece was the unique moment that performers get to experience - the 

moment when they first walk onto the stage and into the spotlight. “Visitors to the lobby will be able 

to experience that moment through my sculpture,” said Ms. Manson. 

 

Comprised of five inverted cone-like structures, the sculpture is a departure for Ms. Manson who, 

as a jewelry designer, usually works on pieces in a much smaller scale. Ms. Manson has crafted 

this piece out of several media. The base and structure are aluminum which has been blasted with 
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microglass beads to give it iridescence. The bases are threaded in over 1800 feet of stainless steel 

twisted wire. 

 

“This stunning sculptural work will add to the dynamic and luster of our radically transformed public 

space at Geva,” commented Mark Cuddy. “It has ambition and hope, and celebrates the magic of 

theatre with its theme of being in the spotlight. Now audiences will get to see Julia’s inspired design 

up close, and make it one of Rochester’s most desired locations for photos!” 

 

 

 

 
GEVA THEATRE CENTER 

Founded in 1972, Geva Theatre Center is a not-for-profit, professional theatre company dedicated to creating and producing 
professional theatre productions, programs and services of a national standard. As Rochester’s leading professional theatre, 
Geva Theatre Center is the most attended regional theatre in New York State, and one of the 25 most subscribed in the 
country, serving up to 160,000 patrons annually, including more than 16,000 students.  
 

The 526-seat Elaine P. Wilson Stage is home to a wide variety of performances, from musicals to American and world classics. 
The 180-seat Ron & Donna Fielding Stage is home to Geva’s own series of contemporary drama, comedy and musical theatre; 
Geva Comedy Improv; Geva’s New Play Reading Series and the Hornets’ Nest - an innovative play-reading series facilitating 
community-wide discussion on controversial topics. In addition, the Fielding Stage hosts visiting companies of both local and 
international renown. 
 

Geva Theatre Center offers a wide variety of educational, outreach and literary programs, nurturing audiences and artists alike. 
Since 1995, the organization has been under the artistic direction of Mark Cuddy.  
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