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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Geva Theatre Center Harkens Back to its 

Beginnings with a Lunch Hour Series 
40

th
 Anniversary celebrations continue with the revival of a series  

of lunchtime play readings. 
 
September 18, 2012. Rochester, N.Y. – Geva Theatre Center’s 40

th
 Anniversary Season kicked off this past 

weekend in glorious style with a red carpet gala opening of You Can’t Take It With You. The celebrations 

continue throughout the 2012-2013 season with a Lunch Hour series of staged play readings that harkens 

back to the first two seasons of Geva. The series begins on Thursday, September 27 in the Fielding 

Nextstage with the very first play ever performed at Geva - After Magritte by Tom Stoppard. The series 

continues on Thursday, October 4 with A Slight Ache by Harold Pinter with two further play readings 

scheduled for the spring.  

 

Geva’s first performances 39 seasons ago were Lunch Hour Plays and in those first two seasons a total of 22 

plays were presented in the series, including the four which will be performed throughout this 40
th

 

Anniversary season. In those early days, Donald MacKechnie, British-born director, actor and Geva’s first 

Artistic Director commented, “With these programs we’re trying to open up people’s ideas about what 

theatre means, to show them that it’s more than just sitting and watching a play on stage and more than just 

an evening, half-past-seven kind of activity.” 

 

During the run of Company last season, audiences voted on the four plays from Geva’s first two seasons 

which they most wanted included in the 40
th

 Anniversary Lunch Hour series. Ballots were collected and 

votes counted. The four plays of the 2012-2013 series are: After Magritte by Tom Stoppard, A Slight Ache by 

Harold Pinter, The Exception and the Rule by Bertolt Brecht and The Private Ear by Peter Shaffer. 

 

After Magritte is directed by an original member of that first Geva Company, Bruce Jordan. Mr. Jordan 

directed last season’s Perfect Wedding and a number of Geva productions including of Neil Simon’s The 

Good Doctor, D.H. Lawrence’s The Daughter-in-Law, Noël Coward’s Fumed Oak, Steve Martin’s The 

Underpants and Shear Madness. The cast for After Magritte includes Jim Poulos, Melissa Rain Anderson, 

Peggy Cosgrave, Robert Rutland and Zac Darling, all of whom are currently appearing on the Mainstage in 

You Can’t Take It With You. 
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The second play in the series, Harold Pinter’s A Slight Ache, will be performed on October 4 and features 

the return to the stage of Mark Cuddy, Geva’s Artistic Director, with Patricia Hodges and Kim Sullivan 

from the cast of You Can’t Take It With You, under the direction of Francis X. Kuhn, Associate Professor of 

Theatre at SUNY Brockport.  

 

“What a joy it is to celebrate our founders with a return to this collection of one-act plays,” said Geva’s 

Artistic Director Mark Cuddy. “They are decidedly English, which reflects the Anglo-American make-up of 

the original Geva acting company, so our current actors will have some fun. Grab a sandwich and join us!” 

 

The 2013 Lunch Hour Play Reading Series 

 
AFTER MAGRITTE 

By Tom Stoppard 

September 27, 12:15pm – 1pm 

Directed by Bruce Jordan 
 

Can the eccentric Harris family help Chief Inspector Foot get to the bottom of the Crippled Minstrel Caper 

without implicating themselves?  Featuring: Jim Poulos, Melissa Rain Anderson, Peggy Cosgrave, Robert 

Rutland and Zac Darling. 

 

A SLIGHT ACHE 
by Harold Pinter 

October 4, 12:15pm-1pm 

Directed by Francis X. Kuhn 
 

A couple confronts a traveling salesman to find out why he’s been standing at their gate every day for two 

months. Featuring Mark Cuddy, Patricia Hodges and Kim Sullivan. 

 

 

THE EXCEPTION AND THE RULE 
by Bertolt Brecht 

March 14, 2013, 12:15pm-1pm 

Directed by Jean Gordon Ryon 
 

While racing across the desert to close a deal ahead of his competitor, a merchant suspects that his guide and 

porter are conspiring to kill him. 

 

THE PRIVATE EAR 
by Peter Shaffer 

March 21, 2013, 12:15pm-1pm 
 

Ted has a way with women, but is he expert enough to coach his awkward friend Tchaik successfully through a 

first date? 



 
 

Tickets to each reading are $8. Patrons have the option of purchasing a lunch along with their ticket to the 

reading for $15(must be ordered in advance). Lunch choices are available upon purchasing a ticket to the 

reading. 

 

PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE: 

After Magritte by Tom Stoppard, September 27 @ 12:15pm 

A Slight Ache by Harold Pinter, October 4 @ 12:15pm 

The Exception and the Rule by Bertolt Brecht, March 14 @ 12:15pm  

The Private Ear by Peter Shaffer, March 21, 2013 @ 12:15pm 

 

TICKET PRICES:  $8 play only ticket.  

$15 ticket includes lunch box (must be ordered in advance)  
 

RESERVATIONS: (585) 232-GEVA (4382), Website: www.gevatheatre.org 

 

LOCATION:  Geva Theatre Center, 75 Woodbury Blvd, Rochester, NY 14607 

 

 

 
GEVA THEATRE CENTER 

Founded in 1972, Geva Theatre Center is a not-for-profit, professional theatre company dedicated to creating and producing 

professional theatre productions, programs and services of a national standard. As Rochester’s leading professional theatre, 

Geva Theatre Center is the most attended regional theatre in New York State, and one of the 25 most attended in the country, 

serving up to 170,000 patrons annually, including more than 16,000 students.  

 

The 552-seat Elaine P. Wilson Mainstage is home to a wide variety of performances, from musicals to American and world 

classics. The 180-seat Ron & Donna Fielding Nextstage is home to Geva’s own series of contemporary drama, comedy and 

musical theatre; Geva Comedy Improv; Geva’s New Play Reading Series and the Hornet’s Nest - an innovative play-reading 

series facilitating community-wide discussion on controversial topics. In addition, the Nextstage hosts visiting companies of 

both local and international renown. 

 

Geva Theatre Center offers a wide variety of educational, outreach and literary programs, nurturing audiences and artists 

alike. Since 1995, the organization has been under the artistic direction of Mark Cuddy.  
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