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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

GEVA ANNOUNCES  

OPEN CAPTIONING AND IMPROVED 

ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES FOR 

2012-2013 SEASON 
Improvements expand and enhance access  

to Rochesterians with hearing loss 
 

Rochester, N.Y., August 2, 2012 – Geva Theatre Center is committed to providing an 

enjoyable, high quality theatre experience for all patrons. As part of their accessibility 

programming, Geva is partnering with two organizations – Theatre Development Fund's 

TAP Plus and the Hearing Loss Association of America, Rochester Chapter – to expand 

and improve services for patrons with hearing loss by adding open captioning services and a 

new assistive listening system.    

 

Open Captioning is a general term used to describe text displayed simultaneous to live speech, 

dialogue or performance that does not require the user to have special equipment for viewing the 

text.  Visible on a display next to the stage, it is intended to be an alternate form of accessibility 

for the estimated population of 30 million hard of hearing and deaf in the United States, and 

specifically the 98% who do not use American Sign Language.   

 

Geva will provide open captioning during the first Saturday matinee performance of the six 

productions in the 2012-2013 Wilson Mainstage Season, and during the first Sunday matinee 

performance of A Christmas Carol.  Open captioning is being provided, in part, by a grant from 

Theatre Development Fund's TAP Plus program in partnership with the New York State 

Council on the Arts.  Individual tickets and subscriptions for these performances are now on sale 

at (585) 232-Geva (4382) or www.gevatheatre.org. 

 

In addition, Geva will replace its aging infrared assistive listening system with an expanded 

system of 48 Portable FM Receivers, a number of which will be compatible with hearing aid T-

switches through a personal induction loop.  To improve the clarity of the broadcast signal, 

Geva has upgraded the microphones providing the audio feed.  Assistive listening devices are 

available free of charge for audience members of both the Wilson Mainstage and Fielding 

Nextstage.  The Hearing Loss Association of America, Rochester Chapter is the Assistive 

Listening Underwriter, with additional support from the Mark and Bobbie Hargrave Clarity 

Fund and a gift in honor of J. Stuart & Phyllis I. MacDonald.   
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The Rochester Chapter of the Hearing Loss Association of America, one of the oldest and most 

experienced HLAA local chapters in the country, was established in 1983 to help people living 

in western New York who are living with hearing loss.  
 

Open Captioning Schedule: 
Saturday, September 15, 2012 @ 2:00pm      You Can't Take It With You 

Saturday, October 20, 2012 @ 2:00pm        Freud's Last Session 

Sunday, November 25, 2012 @ 2:00pm       A Christmas Carol 

Saturday, January 12, 2013 @ 2:00pm  Next to Normal 

Saturday, February 23, 2013 @ 2:00pm  The Book Club Play 

Saturday, April 6, 2013 @ 2:00pm   The Whipping Man 

Saturday, May 11, 2013 @ 2:00pm  A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
 

 

GEVA THEATRE CENTER 

 

Founded in 1972, Geva Theatre Center is a not-for-profit, professional theatre company dedicated to creating and producing 

professional theatre productions, programs and services of a national standard. As Rochester’s leading professional theatre, Geva 

Theatre Center is the most attended regional theatre in New York State, and one of the 25 most attended in the country, serving up 

to 170,000 patrons annually, including more than 16,000 students.  

 

The 552-seat Elaine P. Wilson Mainstage is home to a wide variety of performances, from musicals to American and world classics. 

The 180-seat Ron & Donna Fielding Nextstage is home to Geva’s own series of contemporary drama, comedy and musical theatre; 

Geva Comedy Improv; Geva’s New Play Reading Series and the Hornet’s Nest - an innovative play-reading series facilitating 

community-wide discussion on controversial topics. In addition, the Nextstage hosts visiting companies of both local and 

international renown. 

 

Geva Theatre Center offers a wide variety of educational, outreach and literary programs, nurturing audiences and artists alike. 

Since 1995, the organization has been under the artistic direction of Mark Cuddy.  

 

*ENDS* 


